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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

 Anytime we come to the table for the Lord’s Supper, we should come mindful of sacrifice.  Nothing of 

substance is ever achieved apart from sacrifice.  For most of us, the things we value most are often the product 

of some degree of suffering and self-denial: the degrees we hold, the relationships we maintain for long periods 

of time, the values we uphold, and the changes rendered for good.  I am reminded of an image several years ago 

from the D-Day observance immediately following September 11
th
.  President and Mrs. Bush were 

photographed above Omaha Beach standing in front of the grave of Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. Having visited that 

cemetery, I have stood in the same place and was profoundly moved.  General Roosevelt died of a heart attack 

suffered on the D-Day beaches after landing on Utah Beach as assistant division commander of the 4
th
 Division.  

It posed a remarkable image, a United States President standing before the grave of another president’s son.  

Alongside Theodore, Jr. are the remains of his brother, Quentin, who died in World War I.  It is a sobering 

image of sacrifice.  One cannot but help recalling the stories of the Roosevelt children in the White House as 

captured by the delightful book, Theodore Roosevelt’s Letters to His Children.  Stories abound of their 

childhood, as when these same boys managed to sneak a pony upstairs as a prank.  So much vitality is conveyed 

and the costs of their sacrifice made clear for that family and this nation. 

 

 The reminder of their sacrifice for me evokes images of other days and other losses, of Taps being played 

and tears shed.  Images of gratitude for the sacrifice in preservation of freedom also emerge.  The cornerstone 

context for understanding such a loss is the reality of their having died for something, but even more that in 

their doing so they have lived for something.  An encounter with such sacrifice can only lead us to better 

appreciate the price of freedom.  Such an encounter ought to always make us want to contribute more than we 

take.  The Table of Christ summons an exponentially greater encounter with the sacrifice of the author of our 

freedom from sin and death.  In Christ we are “freed from” sin and death, but we are also “freed for” service 

and blessing others.  In this difficult time in which we live, we must live in ways that echo our “concern for” 

and “love of” others mindful that we have been “blessed to be a blessing.”  We should approach not only with 

awe at our having been invited to partake and with reverence for the wonder of God’s love, but, also, depart the 

table with an attitude of grateful generosity and abundant humanity, a conviction that we go and “live for” 

Christ bearing the responsible freedom of the new life he brings.  We can never approach “giving back” 

Christ’s gift, but as Paul says: Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another 

with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. (Romans 12:9-10) Come to Christ’s table and depart with grateful generosity, living for Christ.  Come 

and remember what wondrous love this is! 

 

 Grace and peace, 

 

 John   

 

  

 

 



 

SEPTEMBER CIRCLES 
 

Circle 2 September 8 10:00am 
 No Meeting 
Circle 4  September 13  1:00pm 
 No Meeting 
Circle 5 September 13  7:00pm 
 No Meeting 
Circle 7 September 13  1:00pm 
 Pioneer Hall 
 

The Presbyterian Women’s 
Coordinating Team will not meet in 
September. 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER COMMITTEES 
 

Tuesday, September 7th 
6:15 PM Diaconate  
 

Sunday, September 12th 
11:15 PM Worship  
2:00 PM Christian Action 
4:00 PM Outreach  
 

Tuesday, September 8th 
6:30 PM Personnel 
 

Sunday, September 19th 
4:00 PM Stewardship/Finance 
 

Monday, September 20th 
10:00 AM Fellowship 
 

Sunday, September 26th 

6:00 PM Session 
 
 
 
 

 

 
To view Rev. Frye’s sermon each 

Sunday, you may go to the church 
website, www.waldpres.org, and 
click on the YouTube link.  Choose 
the service date you wish to view. 

 

 

 

Sept. 1 Mark Pons 
Sept. 2 Patti Perrou 
 Kenneth Stettler 
Sept. 3 Jewell Bounous 
 David Demiter 
Sept. 4 John Bowles 
 Gaston Garrison 
 Arthur Garrou 
 Rick Pons 
 Corey Smith 
Sept. 5 Bruce Cannon 
 Roger Heavner 
Sept. 6 Jane Dart 
 Matt Mitchell 
 Jeffrey Reichard 
Sept. 7 Chip Black 
Sept. 9 Eleanor Bonner 
 Wes Garrou 
 Jack Heilman 
Sept. 10 Tammy Morrow 
 Gabriel Sarver 
 Rosemary Spence 
Sept. 12 Alan Griffin 
Sept. 13 Ruby Adams 
 Catherine Gilleland 
 John Connor Lafferty 
 Larry Sarver 
Sept. 14 Sam Jones 
Sept. 15 Robin French 
Sept. 16 Lauren Church 
Sept. 17 Rob Martinat 
Sept. 20 Boone Cleaver 
Sept. 21 Marianne Cannon 
 Bo Mitchell 
Sept. 22 Jeannine Garrou 
Sept. 23 Amanda Adams 
 Jessica Anderson 
 Linda Morse 
 Yates Palmer 
Sept. 24 Linsey Spence 
Sept. 26 Ted Carothers 
 Jennifer Neale 
Sept. 27 Thomas Mahorney 
Sept. 29 Kristen Church 
 Emma Johnson 
 Clara Reichard 
Sept. 30 Susan Stevenson 

 

 
 

 
 
Rev. Frye will be offering an Adult 

Bible Study beginning Wednesday, 

September 8, at 5pm, entitled 

“Invitation to the Minor Prophets.” If 

you would like to participate in this 

class, please sign up by emailing or 

calling the church office. 

 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

As we are now having in-person 
worship services, we’d like to 
continue our tradition of church 
members placing flowers in the 
sanctuary in honor or memory of a 
friend or loved one. If you are 
currently on our schedule and 
would like to make a change, just 
let us know. The following dates 
are still available, so please call 
Rita in the church office to 
schedule an upcoming date: 
 

2021 
October 17, 31 
November 14 
December 26 

 

 

 

DONATE ONLINE 
 

Online giving is available 
on the church's website 
(www.waldpres.org) 

Just click the Donate tab, 
create a profile, sign on, 

and start giving. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.waldpres.org/


 

 
 
As Covid cases have risen in Burke 
County through August, we have made 
some adjustments to how we are 
gathering, but still thankfully are able to 
be together at the time I am writing.  
Most are wearing masks; and we are 
singing much less in worship, omitting 
some stanzas, singing fewer hymns, or 
"humming" some hymns. We blocked 
off several pews at the front to give the 
congregation more distance from those 
who are speaking and singing from the 
chancel area.  We are also extending the 
"summer schedule" of unified worship 
services through September.  When 
Covid numbers improve, we look 
forward to returning to Sundays that 
include two services and classes for 
children, youth and adults.  Meanwhile, 
we are grateful to Chancel Choir and 
Connections Band for continuing to lead 
music in our blended service. 
 
Out of caution, we postponed the 
Chancel Choir's planned covered dish 
supper at my home and also cancelled 
our September Choir Retreat in Black 
Mountain.  We can have the supper later 
when risk is reduced, and our choir will 
still be able to learn our Advent/ 
Christmas music in time to share it with 
you.   
 
Still scheduled: Louis Garrou's memorial 
service on Saturday, September 18 at 
2:00, and Carla, our choir and several 
guest soloists will offer music.  Elizabeth 
Furr has planned this worship 
experience for her father to pay tribute 
not only to his life but also the lives of 
all the WPC members who died in 2020 
and were not able to hold services at the 
time because of the Pandemic shutdown. 
 
Our gifted organist, Carla Sperry, 
practiced throughout the Pandemic 
shutdown and channeled her musical 
energy into preparing an organ recital 
for Sunday, September 26 at 3:00 in 
our sanctuary.  We have the joy of 
hearing her play each week.  The recital 
program allows her to play some organ 
repertoire that is a little longer than our 
usual Prelude, Offertory, or Postlude.  I 
can't wait! Please join us!  
 

 

Our full Handbell Choir has just begun 
Tuesday rehearsals from 6:15 to 7:15.  
We switched days and are extending our 
weekly practice time by 15 minutes as 
we work toward a Sunday afternoon 
Christmas concert in December.  Stay 
tuned for details in the October 
newsletter. 
 
Meeting Sunday afternoons 4:00 - 4:45 
in the breezeway or the narthex, our 
middle school youth will continue 
practice on the musical Jonah's 
Druthers by Cyndi Nine, Rob Howard 
and David Guthrie.  It is a creative  
retelling of the book of Jonah, and the 
youth are enjoying and making the most 
of the humor.   We hope the numbers of 
participants will grow.  We are plotting 
several cameo appearances in this story 
by adults, too.   
 
Our Drum Circle has taken off with 16 
new djembe drums, some of which were 
bought with our church music budget, 
but more of them from a very generous 
donation for which we are most grateful. 
Rob Williams is exactly the teacher we 
needed for this.  He's coaching the group 
on techniques and rhythmic patterns.  
No music reading involved, just feeling 
that steady beat and letting it speak 
through the drum.  We've had 14 people  
on each of the first two weeks.  The 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

focus is middle and high school youth, 
but we have a couple of adults and 4th 
graders in the mix, too.  Meet us on 
Sunday afternoons 4:45 - 5:15 in the 
narthex.   
 

Our thanks to the Grace Notes quartet 
and Charlotte Dillard for sharing their 
musical gifts with us in a well-attended 
45 minute concert on August 22.  The 
quartet (Sidney Hollifield, Jessica Lail, 
Wes Garrou, Ray Burris) has dedicated 
nearly weekly rehearsals over months, 
and I love the sound of their well-
blended voices.  It was good to have an 
opportunity to share some of their 
current favorite anthems with our 
community.  Charlotte’s solo set of 
hymns was beautiful, and soulfully 
played. 
 

And to our Chancel Choir and Carla, 
violinist Shoma Mowa and clarinetist 
Jalen Knight, the anthem "Hope in Me" 
(worship, August 22) was one of the best 
we have offered in my three years here.  
It was another example of our giving the 
best we have in us and the Holy Spirit 
infusing our music with Grace and 
Love.   
 
Gratefully and with Hope, 
Laurie Nicholson 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone Invited! 

 

 
Organ Recital 

Létourneau Op. 133 
Carla Sperry 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 
3:00pm in the sanctuary 



 

NEWS FROM THE 

KITCHEN  

 
 

It looks like we are in sautissa/soutisso 
season.  Before becoming a part of the 
Waldensian team, I had never heard of 
soutisso.  It has taken me all this time to 
pronounce and spell it correctly.  I have 
tried to find some history on this Italian 
sausage and the information is scarce. In 
North America, Italian sausage is called 
salsiccia, in Italian.  Usually this 
sausage is pork and seasoned with 
fennel.  The Waldensian soutisso does 
not have fennel.  Instead it has nutmeg 
and allspice, among others.   
 
I was able to find something called 
SALSICCIA DI CAVOLO or 
SAUTISSA D'COI.  The recipe is 
similar, I will list below.  This recipe is 
also called "Cabbage Sausage".  The 
Italian region determines the seasoning 
and the name of the sausage.  This 
recipe is from the Piedmont region and 
uses cabbage as a filler in the sausage, to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

stretch the recipe to feed more people.  
Sausage and various fillers were used 
by poorer households, where non-meat 
ingredients or leftovers are often added 
to sausages.  If you decide to make this 
version, ENJOY. 
 
SALSICCIA DI CAVOLO 
 
5 lbs pork shoulder 
3/4 lb savoy cabbage 
5 tsp salt 
2 cloves garlic, raw, minced 
2 tsp fresh basil 
2 sp coarse black pepper 
1 tsp fresh marjoram 
1 tsp red pepper flakes 
3/4 C red wine 
32 mm hog casings 
 
1.  Mix dry ingredients, dissolve 

spices in wine. 
2.  Grind meat, medium, keep cold 

throughout grinding. 
3.  Work dissolved spices into meat. 
4.  Wash and chop the cabbage, 

coarse cut, add to meat mixture, 
mix well. 

 

5.  Stuff into well-rinsed sausage 
casings and refrigerate. 

6.  Eat within 4 days or freeze. 
 
Bon Appetit! 
Coron Jordan 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR THE 

CHILDREN 

 

 



September 2021 

 

Rally Day has been postponed.  Other traditions have been 

postponed, too, but Rally Day is…important! 

 

When we don’t study the scriptures weekly, how long does it 

take for us to begin losing touch with their timeless principles? 

 

Using our own minds, our own opinions, we begin to see the 

world through a small lens. We are only able to focus on a tiny 

part of the vast landscape of life. 

 

We are rarely aware of the transformation.  It usually begins 

with a lack of gratitude when we consider our circumstances.  It 

always ends with a lack of purpose. 

 

We are grateful for the Sunday school teachers and classes we 

cherish at WPC. 

 

Consider how your participation in Christian Education brings 

new perspective to your weekly living. 

 

You can discover new purpose as you sift the scripture. 

Rally Day is October 3
rd

! 



 

 

  
 

           
 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS 
 

Join us as we explore books in our small group setting. These groups are designed 
to allow readers several weeks to acquire and read the selected books. The format 
of the book discussions includes provided questions and group discussions in an 
informal setting. Books are selected from recommendations from group members. 
 
All are welcome to participate. Feel free to come when you can and/or come when 
you are interested in what is being read and discussed. Feel free to come each time, 
to either or both groups.   
 
Please be considerate when borrowing books from the public library and check out 
only one of our selections at a time. 
 
Afternoon Book Discussion Group- 5:00pm 
(meets outside the first Thursday of month) 
Thursday, September 9 – Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd 
Thursday, October 14 – Serena by Ron Rash, NC Author 
Thursday, November 11 – Down River  by John Hart, NC Author 
Thursday, December 9 – Prayers the Devil Answers by Sharon McCrumb, NC Author 
 
Faith Matters Group – 4pm 
(meets in Room 200 the fourth Sunday of the month) 
Sunday, September 26 – Resident Aliens:  Life in the Christian Colony by Stanley  
     Hauerwas and William Willimon 
Sunday, October 24 – Telling the Truth by Frederick Buechner 
Sunday, November 28 – Days of Awe and Wonder:  How to Be a Christian in the  
     Twenty-first Century  by Marcus J. Borg 
Sunday, December 26 – The Divine Conspiracy:  Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in  
     God (Part One) by Dallas Willard 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 – The Divine Conspiracy:  Rediscovering Our Hidden life in  
     God (Part Two) by Dallas Willard 



 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
June 27, 2021 

 
A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
 
Treasurer's Report   
Jim Furr, chairman of the Stewardship 
and Finance Committee, made the 
Treasurer’s Report, for Steve Martinat, 
Treasurer, who could not be at this 
meeting.  Jim reviewed the Summary of 
Revenues and Expenses for January 1, 
2021 through May 31, 2021.  He said 
that actual revenue was $188,761.  
Expenses were $201,810 which produces 
a shortfall of $13,049.  After applying the 
approved budget offset of $22,487, the 
net surplus would be $9,438. Jim said 
that pledges are at 45% of the projected 
pledges for 42% of the year (5 months). 
He said that the proposed playground 
construction would be delayed because 
of a two-month delay in shipment of 
playground equipment.   Jim reviewed 
the Restricted Accounts and the Balance 
Sheet, which shows balanced assets and 
liabilities of $7,231,520. The value of the 
endowment accounts were $6,927,652 
as of May 31, 2021.  Jim answered 
several questions from the elders.   
 
Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
 
Motion:  The Personnel Committee 
recommends discontinuing Staff 
Policies during Pandemic (this was the 
set of policies set by the Session and 
signed by all staff during the pandemic 
and was to be in force until 
discontinued by the Session). 
 
Motion:  The Personnel Committee 
recommends that the new video and 
buzzer outer door system should  

 

continue to be utilized during all regular 
weekday hours. 
 
Pastor Rebecca Heilman, daughter of 
this church, has requested to be married 
in our sanctuary in June of 2022.  
 
Motion from the Worship Committee 
was made, seconded, and unanimously 
passed to recommend that Session 
allow that wedding, and further to 
waive all facility fees as a professional 
courtesy. 
 
Motion from the Christian Action 
Committee to forgo the Festival meal in 
Pioneer Hall this year, due to Covid 
concerns.  
 
 E-vote for playground sculpture  

On June 4, 2021 a request for an email 
vote was made by John Heilman of the 
Playground Committee, approved by 
Rev. John Frye, and sent by John 
Cannon, Clerk to members of Session for 
approval of a sculpture which will be 
placed in the new playground.  The vote 
was approved with 8 “yes” votes and 1 
“no” vote out of a total of 9 votes 
received by the June 8, 2021 end of vote 
period, (there was also a late “yes” vote 
which was not counted).  
 
Motion:  To approve Waldensian 
Presbyterian Church to be the host of 
the Presbytery meeting on October. 
2022. 
 
Motion:  To set August 29, 2021 as the 
Congregational Meeting to approve the 
officers-elect as new officers for the 
class of 2024. 
 
Other News 
  
Transition Team – Rev. Frye stated that 
Rev. Dr. Byron Wade, the General 
Presbyter, will be meeting with the 
Transition Team on Tuesday, June 29, 
2021 to begin the training in preparing a 
mission study in preparation for      
the call of a permanent pastor for WPC.   
 
Mary-Louise stated that her committee 
has nominees for the eight positions of 
officers-elect.  A discussion followed 
about when to have the Congregational 
Meeting for elections of the new elders  

 

and deacons.  The date of August 29, 
2021 was chosen. 
 

Bart reported on the following items 
from the Property Committee: 
 
1. The leak in the narthex roof is 

hopefully fixed.   
2. The benches in the breezeway have 

been refinished. 
3. New tires have been placed on the 

old van.   
4. Bart said he did not have anything to 

report on the roof replacement 
issues.  

 

Jim Furr said that the Stewardship and 
Finance Committee would have a plan 
for the counting teams soon.  He said 
now that the church is open, his 
committee is also planning to do the 
Annual Financial Review in the near 
future.   
 

Jan reported from the Fellowship 
Committee and stated that Coron has 
been cooking meals and working with 
the church youth at the Tron House.  
Rev. Frye said that Coron may be 
preparing meals for congregational 
groups who will be working with, and 
providing information to the Transition 
Team.   
 

John Cannon 
Clerk of Session       

 

 

Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
July 25, 2021 

 
A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
 

Treasurer's Report (Steve Martinat)  
 Steve reviewed the Summary of 
Revenues and Expenses for January 1, 
2021 through June 30, 2021.  He said 
that actual revenue was $254,396.   



 

Expenses were $245,688 which 
produces a surplus of $8,708.  After 
applying the approved budget offset of 
$26,770, the net surplus would be 
$35,478.  Steve said that last year, at this 
time, we were showing a shortfall of 
$6,700.  Steve reviewed the Restricted 
Accounts and the Balance Sheet, which 
shows balanced assets and liabilities of 
$7,242,255. Steve next reviewed the 
Endowment Accounts. The value of 
these funds were $7,445,176 as of June 
30, 2021.  Steve answered several 
questions from the elders.  
 
 Order of the Day: (Elsie Whisenant) 
Report from the Transition Team (see 
report) 
 
Elsie made the following report from her 
team: 
 
The Transition Team has recently started 
the process of completing the Mission 
Study. The timeline for this process is as 
follows: 
 
July- Gather information on the  
 demographics of our community,  
 complete a community study, and  
 compose a brief history of our  
 church.  
August- Carry out the congregational  
 survey. 
September- Hold multiple  
 congregational meals/meetings.  
October- Compose and present the  
 Mission Study to the Session at their  
 October 24

th
 meeting.  

 
This timeline is subject to change based 
on congregational participation. 
  
Multiple parts of this process will involve 
some cost. To begin with, the Transition 
Team would like to use the Hartford 
Institute for Religion Research to carry 
out the congregational survey. This 
organization will work with the 
Transition Team to set up a survey that 
covers all information the team feels is 
necessary. Church members will be able 
to complete the survey online or on 
paper over a period of four weeks. At 
the end of the four weeks, the Hartford 
Institute will compile data for the 
Transition Team to review based on the 
survey responses. Their cost is $300. This  
 

 

cost covers the survey and the data 
report.  
 

The Transition Team will also need 
funding for congregational meals that 
will offer opportunities for members to 
speak to issues raised by the results of 
the congregational surveys. Other costs 
could include printing of the Mission 
Study and postage. We anticipate the 
amount we are requesting will be 
sufficient to cover all the costs of our 
responsibilities and duties.  
 

Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
 

Motion:  To invite Rev. Dr. Byron Wade, 
the General Presbyter, to preach at 
WPC on October 31, 2021.  The Rev. Dr. 
John Frye will be in Spain on vacation. 
 

Motion:  The Worship Committee 
requests to allow the Grace Notes 
Quartet to have a concert on August 
22nd at 3 pm in the sanctuary.  

Motion:  The Worship Committee 
would like to donate the remaining 
Jerry Goodnight numbered prints of the 
church to the museum (reserving 25 for 
the vault).   

Motion:  The Transition Team requests 
$4,000 for funding of the Mission Study 
process. 
 

Motion:  That the Stewardship and 
Finance Committee have the authority 
to choose the best situation, or a hybrid 
of the two proposals, with Coron’s 
agreement to the method used for the 
counting teams and procedures.   
 

Motion:  Dan and Katie Holles desire 
that their son, Charles Gregory Holles 
(Charlie) b. 12/4/18 and daughter,  
Kathryn Grace Holles (Kate) b. 9/28/20 
receive the Sacrament of Baptism on 
Saturday, August 7, 2021.  
 

Motion:  To create a Task Force on 
Communications which, as a primary 
duty, would search for and implement 
methods of improved online media 
presence for Waldensian Presbyterian 
Church.   The following names are 
submitted to participate on this Task 
Force:  Tricia Garrou, Sarah Owens, 
Mark Rostan, Linda Morse, John 
Lafferty, Chair, and Jason Adams, staff  

 

member.  It is noted that any other 
persons who may have interest or 
special talents may also serve on this 
Task Force. 
 
Other News 
Jan said that Wednesday night meals 
would begin on September 8.  Meal 
prices will still be $6.00.   
 
David reminded officers to review the 
attached reminders for working with the 
Kitchen Coordinator.  He said all meals 
should go through Jan and the 
Fellowship Committee. 
 
Bart reported on the following items 
from the Property Committee: 
 
1. Update on the church roof – Bart 

presented a written report from Van 
Estes, President of Fat Ox, which 
outlines the progress of our 
insurance claim with Brotherhood 
Mutual Insurance Co. This report 
contains several pages and can be 
obtained at the church office.  Bart 
said that Brotherhood Insurance 
would have a representative and an 
engineer to review our claim again in 
the next couple weeks.  Bart said that 
he would be getting an update from 
Van each month, which he would 
place in the Session packets for their 
monthly meetings.   

2. Bart said that several doors had not 
been locked after the Sunday 
morning services.  He stressed that 
lockup teams should make sure all 
doors are locked, and those persons 
responsible for church functions or 
meetings should check to make sure 
all doors are locked before leaving 
the buildings.   

3. Bart said that we had a recent fire 
inspection, and some issues were 
noted in the report.  He said that he 
had contacted Mobile Services, and 
they will review the report with Bart 
to make recommendations to meet 
the Fire Department requirements.  
He said that he may bring a request 
in the future to contract with Mobile 
Services to keep the church in 
compliance.  

 
Jim said the Finance Committee would 
be working with Kela, the Financial 
Secretary, about developing a  



 

procedural handbook.  The purpose of 
this would be to have a better 
understanding of the Financial Secretary 
duties if the position should become 
vacant in the future.  He said that his 
committee will also be reviewing the 
financial software being used by the 
church. 
 
Judy said that her committee met on 
July 11, 2021.  She said that WPC friends 
would begin September 8, 2021.  She 
said the artwork at the new playground 
had been installed.  She said that there 
would be no church activities, other 
than the church worship service, held 
during the festival.  Judy said her 
committee is looking at possible 
activities next year for the festival.  She 
said we would have a congregational 
meal on Rally Day with the traditional 
Waldensian meal with soutisso. Judy 
said that her committee would be 
bringing mask recommendations (Covid-
19) for Christian Action activities at the 
August Session meeting.  
  
Jeff reported from the Communications 
Committee and said that he had met 
with Marissa (Museum web coordinator) 
about looking at the church web page.  
She said that she would do that after the 
Waldensian Festival.   
 
Steve said that the Outreach Committee 
is developing a letter to send to church 
members and visitors who have not 
attended church since we have started 
in-person services.   
 
John Cannon 
Clerk of Session     
 

PRESBYTERY IN BRIEF 
128th Stated Meeting - Presbytery 

of Western North Carolina –  
July 31, 2021 

(via Zoom) 
 
Moderator Hal Bennett convened the 
meeting with a comprehensive, spirit-
filled prayer of invocation at 9:01 a.m. 
He appointed hosts and co-hosts, and 
recognized the importance of honoring 
local Native Americans. He also happily  
recognized 22 first time Elders. Praise 
God! 

  

Our wise and uber-gifted Stated Clerk 
Cam Murchison showed his mastery of 
clerk-ery by efficiently certifying a 
quorum (well over 150 Zoom-ed in and 
out of the meeting), gaining approval for 
a virtual meeting, giving a brief report  
and a quick orientation, and guiding us 
through the Consent Agenda approval. 
Printed reports were noted regarding - 
Guatemala Partnership, Finance, 
Building Hope, and Church Leadership 
School (Congratulations and blessings to 
2021 CLS Graduates Elizabeth Barbee 
and Janeen “Jan” Duncan!)  
  

An effective, meaningful, inclusive 
Worship service followed, including 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper, led by 
Revs. Jill Isola and Alex McNeil, and Amy 
Kim Kyremes-Parks. God’s Word was 
rightfully proclaimed, and God was 
thanked and glorified. Jill’s reflections on 
abundant love and radical hospitality 
was full of straightforward exegesis and 
real world applications.  
  

For the history buffs, we had a nice 
presentation from Archivist David 
Staniunas, from the Presbyterian 
Historical Society - which has been in 
Philadelphia since 1852, and has 
beaucoup files and documents. 
(dstaniunas@history.pcusa.org) 
  

In the breakout rooms, we shared some 
joys, challenges, and progress post-
COVID. It was encouraging and hopeful 
to hear what is going on at our 
churches.  
  

General Council's Sarah Thornburg 
presented motions to dissolve West 
Asheville and Duncan’s Creek  
 

Presbyterian churches, which were 
approved with sadness. On the other 
end of the spectrum, Superhero Clerk 
Cam Murchison was gratefully re-elected 
for another term. To God be the glory – 
but thanks be to Cam! 
  

Jill Kimbirl gave the CE report on the 
work of the committee;  
 

 “Lunch and Learn Event”, October 14 
at 11:00 – “Day by Day”, SPIRITUAL 
PRACTICES FOR EDUCATORS – led by 
STEPHANIE FRITZ, Mission 
Coordinator for Christian Formation, 
PCUSA 

 

 2022 Spirituality Retreat – March 25-
26, 2022 @ William Black Lodge. 
Mark your calendars. 

  

Sarah Grace Montgomery enthusias-
tically reported on a full slate of Youth 
Ministry activities, highlighting the 
upcoming October 3 Youth Rally for 
middle and high school youth (2:45 - 
6:00 pm), at Montreat, Upper Anderson. 
Keynote Speaker:  Kari Morgan, Director 
of Youth Ministries and Recreation at 
FPC, Anderson, SC. No registration needed  
  

Dwight Christenbury reported on 
Preparation for Ministry, including: 
 

 Recommendation regarding Brandon 
Davis – Inquirer from Arbor Dale. The 
requirement that he remain an 
Inquirer for a full year before 
proceeding to Candidacy was waived 
with a unanimous vote.  
 

 Presentation of Emily Beaver – from 
Black Mountain, moving from 
Inquirer to Candidate. She gave a 
statement and was examined, 
approved, charged, and prayed for. 

 

 Several questions about CPM were 
asked and addressed.  

  

The ever-witty and creative John Pea 
channeled Marlon Brando to enhance 
COM activities – as “The COM-father”. 
Word is that God was decidedly pleased 
and amused, but unfortunately, there 
are pending lawsuits from the Brando 
estate and the Godfather saga franchise. 
Al Pacino is reportedly also considering 
legal action, and there are unsubstan-
tiated reports that the Corleone family 
has put a hit out on John. Some private  
concerns were also expressed about the 
stuffed animals. It has also been 
reported that John has offered to guest 
host “Jeopardy”.  
  

Our spirits were buoyed by the 
encouraging quantity and quality of new 
calls for church leadership: 
 

 Lin Johnson, was Commissioned as 
Commissioned Pastor for Saluda 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

 Daniel Commerford, new 
Pastor/Head of Staff at Gastonia First 
was presented and welcomed.  

mailto:dstaniunas@history.pcusa.org


 

 Reed Conley (Lincolnton New 
Worshipping Community) gave an 
account of the new “Artisan Church” 
that is starting there. 
 

 Drew Mangione, new Pastor/Head of 
Staff at Shelby Presbyterian Church, 
was presented and welcomed. (All 
from a car!) 

 

 Caitlin Johnson was examined 
(having previously preached for our 
CPM) and approved for ordination to 
accept the call as designated Pastor 
at Oak Forest Presbyterian Church.  

 

 Rachael McConnell was examined 
(preaching a sermon about God’s 
abundance as we try to regain some 
normalcy in today’s world) and 
approved for ordination to accept 
the call as pastor at Banner Elk 
Presbyterian Church.  

  
The “COM-father” also advised the 
group that COM is involved in a study of 
minister compensation, seeking some 
better guidelines and additional 
consistency. He made us an offer we 
couldn’t refuse - increase the minimum 
Pastor annual salary to $35,246.89, and 
a minimum 1.5% increase is suggested 
this year for all ministerial salaries. 
  
General Presbyter Byron Wade reported 
on his activities and visions. He 
discussed some of his priorities, his busy 
preaching and meeting schedule, and 
the new presbytery logo. He commented 
on his job thus far, and discussed the 
importance of the Matthew 25 initiative, 
communication, and educational 
opportunities.   
  
Esta Jarrett offered beautiful Prayers of 
the People, emphasizing intercessory 
prayers.  
  
Moderator Bennett pronounced the 
Benediction and adjourned us at 12:37 
p.m. 
  
Next meeting – October 26 at Unity 
Presbyterian. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Leissner 
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MINISTERS & SUPPORT     

 

Interim Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rev. Dr. John Frye 

Director of Christian Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jason Adams 

Director of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Laurie Nicholson 

Organist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carla Sperry 

Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rita Spivey 

Financial Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kela Cannon 

Kitchen Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coron Jordan 

Part-Time Maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fred Smith 

Church Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Steve Martinat 

Clerk of Session. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John Cannon 

 

 
 

 


